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Huﬁ' to ﬂ Ittht hﬁf bus time for you.

Wani extra time o ascend the summis of Tongarito ar Wgaunihoe”

i ihe Mt:ﬁmhmwﬂmmurm day?
i such a it or fast hiker anid concemed phioi amounit of time?

Want 1o avesd the crowds”
Want & service that will allow between % & 10 his on ghe track?

Nﬂmm:hﬂiuuqmmﬂ
I yous have answercd yes o any of ihe sbove then the eurlier bus seTvices

nre for you

Taupo Departures (Nov-May)

S:4tiam track arrival T:00am
#:20am track armval T-53am

Turangi Departures (Nov-May)

fiam track arrival 6:dkem

6:20amm track arrival 7.00am

700 track acrival 7:45am

Ketetahi Car Park : One way to track start
wﬂlﬂh‘ﬂitm - 630am - 7:30am
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THE TONGAR] NG
7-8 fewirs. 15.5km

e woy. Grade: Challenging

Recommended hiking direction Milkeatenors 5 Kistsetd

Often deseribed us the best one-day hike in New Zealand, the
Tangarim Alpine Crossing provides an opportunity io experience
goene of the most seenic and pelive volenic areas of the park

e truck winds up the Mangalepopo Valley to the saddle between
Tongariro and Ngauruhoe, It climbs 1o Red Crater {1886m), then
drops down 1o the vivid Ememld lakes, After passing Bloe lake, ibe
trnck descends around the northern slope of Tonganimo, then descends

in 0 zig=zng 1o the Ketetuhs Hut

THE NGAURUHOE SUMMIT

(2IETm}

Side Trek, Cirncle Very Challenging. The 2500 vear old, near perfec
eone of Mount Mganmhoe entices many visibors to its summil
Ralatively guiet sipce 1975, this parasitic cone of Mo Tongariro s
lI'|:I.d'|Ii|.1|‘|I|!I:.r ame of Mew Feplond's most petive volennoes, Allow an
extra 2«3 hrs {Earlier servioe requined)

THE TONGARIRO SUMMIT

{156 Tm )

Sicle Track. Girade Relativ ely Easy. Taking 1/, hrs return from the
mian truek (Eacher service required)

THE WJ“EUHD‘NU TRAVE RSE
¢ 7= Bles, 17km
U way. Ciraade; moderate. This is in most cases an even better truck
than the highly wsed Tongariro Alpine Crossing, Unlike the crosing
track there are very fow people, so vou cin experience e park how
1 shuould be, und generally is sheliered frrm the wedthet, The irack
Passes between the bases of Mt Ngaunshoe snd M1 mwﬂ
the extreme castem to the extreme wesliem mmmiﬁl‘ifﬁ
Cascnding waterfulls, pristine L‘*%H:Huﬂ rivers and beech
Sorests are ko bo experienced along the hately a

: - Duirat witler, '
cul e extrensely changeable and will reg . et
We carry this equipement vn ihe buses for hire. When conditions
| Peauiee we will aceompany the trip fior your safety, at no charge
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=4 o Approsimate Walking Times
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==F soalh Uraler o Red Uraler W
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CROSSING

N.Z.”s Best One Day Alpine Hike
Please keep this information and our brochure with you, as it will help you along the way,

JTHE TRACK
Starting from the Mangatepopo car park you have an easy hike up the valley to ‘Soda Springs’,
this is the first location on your map. This should take you about an hour. This section is mee 2
easy. .

Between ‘Soda Springs’ and the ‘South Crater’ you will notice that the contour lines on the
map get very close together, this means that it is going to be steep, we call this section the
“Devils Staircase’. You will find out why we call it this when you get there. This should take
you about 45mins.

When you get to the top of the “Devils Staircase’ you are at the entry to the ‘South Crater’ and
the start point for the summit sidetrack to *Mt. Ngauruhoe'. The South Crater is nice and easy
as it is dead flat. When you get to the other side of this crater you will be at the base of the ‘Red
Crater Ridge’, your last big climb for the day.

Pleas: - ] ] <hee

MT NGAURUHOE SIDE TRACK. This starts from the top of the “Devils Staircase’ and is

signposted to the base of the mountain, only. There is no marked track up this mountain so 1t
should only be done if the weather is totally clear and not too windy. You need to be makipe
pour climb by no later than 9.15am to have enough time. This sidetrack 15 extremely
i and should only be done by people who have found the ‘Devils Staircase’ easy and for
those who do not suffer from vertigo. This sidetrack should take you about 2hrs return, it 15
about 1 ¥4 hes up and about 30uins 1o come dow, To help you get up, look to the left-hand side
about 1/3 the way up and you will see a solid lava flow, head toward it and go up it. When vou
come down from the top put your Wﬂlght On your heels and come down the scres, but be careful
as you will be coming down very fast and if you lose your footing you may slip all the way 1o the
bottom. You need to leave the top no later than 11.45am. If part-way up you are feeling that 1t
15 too tough or it is taking you too long, tum around and come down you do not want to miss
your last bus at 4.30pm. You will also need at least ankle-high boots and long trousers for this
climb as protection against the sharp rock. If you do not follow this advice you could find
yourself in serious trouble. FALLING ROCKS AND POOR FOOTING ON THIS TRACK
ARE A SERIOUS HAZARD, CAUTION IS REQUIRED,

Going up the “Red Crater Ridge’ is not too difficult and will take you about ' hr and will bring
you out on top of the “Red Crater’, caution is required as this section of track 1s steep and has
big drops on either side. This section can be scary when the winds are strong (50kph +) as you
may get pushed around or even find you may need to be on your hands and knees. Please do not
walk too close to the edge of the Crater because if you fall in you will not come out. The bottom
of the ridge also marks the POINT OF NO RETURN. This means if you are having trouble or
difficulty for any reason, or if the weather has closed in and you feel you need to get down, this
is the place to do it, at the bottom not. the top of the ridge. If you get 1o the top of the ridge
and the weather turns bad keep going, as you will be over the worst and most dangerous section
and you will be more sheltered.

MI TONGARIRO SIDETRACK When you get to the top of the Red Crater Ridge this marks

the summit sidetrack to ‘Mt Tongarire®, this is a nice easy track that is fully marked and should

take you about 1 % hrs retumn. This track should alse only be done if the weather is good.




» At the top of the ‘Red Crater® is the summit of the main track and is a great spot 1o have your
lunch if conditions permit. On a clear day you can see coast to coast and get a nice warm bum at
the same time as the crater is active and there are hot spots on the ground. When you leave the
top the track is almost all down hill from here. From the top follow the track down to the
“Emerald Lakes’ (no swimming), when you get to the bottom you will be inside the ‘Central
Crater’ (front cover photo on brochure) this is flat and easy through the crater to the ‘Bluye
Lake’ (no swimming). You need to be leaving the top of the Red Crater no lnter tham
12.30pm to be on time for the last bus at 4.30pm. Also take care when coming down the red
crater as the track is loose scree.

- Fm the ‘Blue Lake" follow the track dowm the R_ﬂ-{ﬂ'paungﬂ 1,!3_“:},- and down the north face o

the ‘Ketetahi Hut'.

= When you leave the ‘Ketetahi Hut’ it 1s about 1 % -2hrs to the end of the track. You need o

leave the hut by no later than 2.30pm to catch the last bus at 4.30pm

WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED YOU NEED TO SIGN IN WITH YOUR BUS A.S5.A.P,
If you are all signed in early the bus will go early, listen for the bus to start. Do not sit on the

grass and fall asleep and do not wait until the departure time to sign in. [ you fail to get on

the bus when it departs you have missed the bus and you may need to make alternative
arrangements to get home.

F

o In the morming listen carefully to your driver who will advise how many departures there will be

on that day as there may only be one. If you have missed the 3.30pm or the 4 30pm bus, then
you have missed the bus and it is your responsibility to find an alternative way home but you
will need to contact us as soon as you are off the mountain as SEARCH AND RESCUE
{S.A.R.) WILL BE GIVEN YOUR DETAILS AND MAY START A SEARCH FOR YOU
If you are going to miss the bus try to call the number on the cover of the brochure, 1f you do nos
have a phone ask somebody and use theirs. Call 0800 828 763 this is an cmergency number only
please call also if you have turned around and gone back to the start of the track so we car )
you what to do. The phone numbers you have given us on the sheet in the morming are passed |

S.A R. we do not call them looking for you.

WATER
Water is available from the huts, but this is only when they have it, you arc best 1o take

your own as the hut do run out. Ask your driver for advice.

TOILETS
Toilets are available at the following. .
Mangaiepopo car park, Mangatepopo hut, Soda Springs, Ketetahi hut and Ketetahi car

park.

Special note: |
The weather in the National Park is extremely changeable and you can expenence
very different weather to what has been forecast, this weather can often be
extreme and dangerous. Please, if you experience bad weather prior to reaching
the far side of the south crater turn around and come back to the track start. Then
call us so we can collect you from there. Do not attempt to continue this Alpine
track, as many people underestimate the weather conditions and people can get
lost, cause rescue operations or even die. Do not be a statistic,




